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issues that we will address as a com-
mittee in order to have a long-term,
positive solution for the U.S. citizens
of Puerto Rico and what they need.

————

CONGRESS NEEDS TO BEGIN WORK
ON GUN SAFETY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
many of us will be going home to our
districts, facing constituents who will
be asking the question: Why?

It really is painful when fellow Amer-
icans lose their lives. It is painful as we
watch our soldiers go off into battle,
and many of them do not come home in
any other way but as a fallen soldier.

This past week, Americans, who were
not in battle but were enjoying the life
and the liberty of this Nation, fell by a
murderous actor. I think we will have
to go home and comfort our constitu-
ents, and we will also tell them what
we are going to do.

I don’t know why we have to climb
this high mountain of understanding
that laws can make a difference; not
end all violence, but make a difference:
legislation that says that guns have to
be locked to save the lives of children;
gun legislation that deals with banning
armor-piercing bullets that would
harm and injure our first responders;
and then to get rid of the kits that this
murderous individual utilized to make
a semiautomatic an automatic.

Mr. Speaker, I ask this Congress, to-
gether, to begin to do work on gun
safety that will save American lives. I
g0 home to my district to meet with
my constituents, and I am going to tell
them that I am going to do something
that makes sense for the American
people.

——————

UNDERSTANDING WHAT LATE-
TERM ABORTION IS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GARRETT) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week, the Chamber took up H.R.
36, a bill dealing with pain-capable un-
born children; and a bill that, in its re-
sult, would cause the United States to
join the vast bulk of nations in the
world wherein the termination of lives
of children who are not only capable of
feeling pain, but under what we under-
stand to be the best science may, in
fact, feel more pain because of the den-
sity of the nerve tissue, as they are in
this roughly fifth month of develop-
ment.

I guess four times in the brief time
that I have been in this building, we
have seen the Chamber erupt into ap-
plause, oftentimes over partisan-per-
ceived victories.

The first time the Chamber erupted
into applause is when my colleagues
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across the aisle were giddy with joy
when a bill that would have ensured
that the Department of Defense didn’t
spend money to perform transgender
procedures on soldiers, sailors, airmen,
and marines failed in the form of an
amendment. Another had to do with
healthcare. Another had to do with the
return of Majority Whip STEVE SCA-
LISE. That was indeed a bipartisan
eruption in applause.

Then there was an eruption from this
side of the Chamber when H.R. 36
passed, as there was a recognition that
late-term abortion is barbaric and
counter to the ideas put forth to the
world when, in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, it was written that we hold
certain truths to be self-evident, and
among those was life.

Too many people have failed to grasp
the nature of what late-term abortion
is, yet to grapple with the problem will
require to understand what exactly
that problem is.

So to look at the other six nations in
the world that allow the termination of
life after 5 months, we see nations like
Vietnam, North Korea, China, and the
United States.

Then to listen to the doctors who
have performed these procedures de-
scribe in what was literally excru-
ciating detail how the procedure is per-
formed, that an instrument is inserted
into the uterus, and probing is done
until something is found, and the in-
strument is latched on, and then there
is pulling, and out comes an arm or a
leg or a piece of a head or a torso.
Then, in fact, that unborn child, who
science tells us can feel pain, dies by
virtue of bleeding to death inside its
very host. That is the nature of these
procedures.

Estimates tell us that if the United
States joined the fast bulk of the na-
tions on the planet in outlawing late-
term abortions, somewhere between
14,000 and 20,000 children every year
wouldn’t experience an unspeakable de-
mise of literally being ripped from
their host limb by limb and bleeding to
death, all whilst, in the best estimates
of scientists, feeling the pain of that
death.

To put that in terms of Virginia’s
Fifth District, that is the population of
Cumberland County twice every year,
roughly.

So there was applause from the Mem-
bers who saw that the United States
would join the ranks of the civilized
nations in the world who put appro-
priate value on life, Mr. Speaker, and
disappointment from some on the other
side of the aisle, other than a few brave
individuals to be distinguished by de-
parting from the herd and recognizing
the value and sanctity of life thereto,
and immediate news stories about how
H.R. 36 was dead on arrival in the
United States Senate.

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere hope
that the American people will not let
that be the case.

I often speak of the history of the
Fifth District of Virginia that gave us
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great Americans like Booker T. Wash-
ington and Barbara Johns, Thomas Jef-
ferson, John Marshall, James Madison,
James Monroe, and Patrick Henry.

As I thought about how to best ad-
dress the need for action in the other
Chamber, Mr. Speaker, I determined
that there were no better words than
those delivered by Patrick Henry from
Virginia, slightly amended, on March
23, 1775, in St. John’s Cathedral as he
addressed the second Virginia Assem-
bly in Richmond, Virginia.

So with all credit to the author,
whom I paraphrase, I would read: Mr.
Speaker, no man thinks more highly
than I do of the patriotism and abili-
ties of the very worthy people who
have served and do serve in this Sen-
ate.
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But different people often see the
same subject in different lights; and,
therefore, I hope it will not be a
thought disrespectful to those Senators
if entertaining, as I do, opinions of a
character very opposite of many of
theirs, I shall speak forth of my senti-
ments freely and without reserve. This
is no time for ceremony.

The question before the Senate is one
of an awful consequence to this coun-
try. For my part, I consider it nothing
less than a question of life or death,
and in proportion to the magnitude of
the subject, ought to be the freedom of
debate. It is only in this way that we
can hope to arrive at truth and fulfill
the great responsibility which we hold
to our creator and country.

Should I keep back my opinions at
such times through a fear of giving of-
fense or political loss? I should con-
sider myself guilty of treason and of
cowardice, an act of disloyalty towards
the majesty of our creator, who I re-
vere above all earthly kings.

Mr. Speaker, it is natural to man to
indulge in the illusions of hope. We are
apt to shut our eyes against painful
truth and listen to the song of the siren
until she transforms us into beasts. Is
this the role of wise people engaged in
a great and arduous struggle for life?
Are we disposed to be of the number of
those who, having eyes, see not, and
having ears, hear not the things which
so nearly concern their temporal salva-
tion?

For my part, whatever anguish of
spirit it may cost, I am willing to know
the whole truth, to know the worst,
and to provide for it. I have but one
lamp by which my feet are guided, and
that is the lamp of experience, of his-
tory. I have no way of judging the fu-
ture but by the past.

In judging the past, I wish to know
for what has been the conduct of the
abortion industry for the last 44 years
to justify those hopes with which gen-
tlemen are pleased to solace them-
selves.

The Senate, is that insidious smile
which our petition has been received
lately? Trust it not, sir. It will prove a
snare at your feet. Suffer not your-
selves to be betrayed with the promise
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